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REAL WEDDINGS 

•	Personalized/themed 

elements

•	Dynamic images of 

ceremony

•	Reception-in-action

•	Tablescapes/décor/

flowers

•	Signature cuisine/

cocktails

•	Stationary/favors

•	Specialty lighting

•	Band/DJ in action

•	Striking cakes 

•	Venues
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How THey CusTomized
The bride and her attendants made an incredible 

hayride entrance at the ceremony, followed 
by a touching violin performance by the school orchestra for Whitney’s walk down the aisle. The orchestra included students she’s taught since kindergarten. 

For food, they served traditional dishes and 
drinks in keeping with the Southern setting, 
including sweet tea in mason jars, Tyler’s favorite 

pies, and favor jars of jam and honey.

Q

THe deTailsFlorist: House of flowers, HoT springs
stationery: HobarT’s prinTing, benTon

Desserts: CommuniTy bakery, liTTle roCk
DJ/BanD: CenTral arkansas enTerTainmenT,  

liTTle roCk
BriDe/BriDesmaiDs attire: low’s bridal & formal, 

brinkley
Groom/Groomsmen attire: al’s formalwear,  

liTTle roCk
Jeweler: kelzek fine Jewelry & gifTs,  
arkadelpHia

ways THey savedWhitney shopped around for unique pieces from 

flea markets and handmade a lot of things—
including embroidering vintage handkerchiefs 
for the bridesmaids, groom and close family 
members. Also, the bride’s cake was made by a 

family friend. “It was our wedding gift from her, 

and I must say, it was delicious!”

/Timeless momenT/ “One ‘mishap’ that turned into something 
memorable was when an adorable kitten walked 

down the aisle right after my bridesmaids; it just 
waltzed down the aisle like it was a part of the 
bridal party. It looked like it was planned.” 

What detail truly made the Wedding yours?
“My mom and I searched for five months 
collecting more than 200 vintage china pieces. 

This was a personal touch that’s carried over 
into our life as a married couple, as we decided 

to keep this china as our ‘pattern’ instead of 
registering.” 
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W hi t ne y h a l l  & t y l er t horn ton

June 18, 2011 • Family Farm, Glen rose

Photos by Jamie Fender | PhotoGraPher

a
lthough their first meeting was at a haunted house, 

Tyler and Whitney’s love story is anything but scary. 

The couple, she from Bryant and he from Bismarck, 

met senior year at Henderson State University. They 

dated for two years, but separated for a time to be sure their 

relationship was meant to be. Of course, it was, and a year 

and a half after reuniting, Tyler asked Whitney to marry him. 

This, as Whitney describes it, was the beginning of their 

happily ever after.

1 	A variety of shots is preferable. While we are interested in some people 

shots – the bride/groom, the wedding party, perhaps the parents, etc. 

– please refrain from sending numerous shots of different people at 

the ceremony and reception. For more direction, turn to our previous 

issues’ Real Weddings.

2 	Clearly label the CD with both the bride’s and photographer’s name and 

contact information, and clearly mark the CD and the package it’s sent 

in as a Real Wedding Submission.

3 	Send the CD to: Arkansas Bride, ATTN: Lindsay Irvin, 122 E. 2nd St., 

Little Rock, AR  72201

4 	The submissions deadlines are always in March and September 

for our Fall/Winter and Spring/Summer issues respectively. Please 

e-mail Info@ArkansasBride.com for specific deadline dates or more 

information.

Brides, have your wedding photographer burn a CD 
of high-resolution, retouched photos – 20 images are 
too few, 200 images are too many. Arkansas Bride 
is most interested in dynamic images that depict the 
wedding’s unique details, including for example:
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T
en years ago, Fort Smith natives 
Anna and Michael were high school 
sweethearts. They drifted apart after 
graduation until two years ago, when 

circumstances brought them back to Fort 
Smith—and back together. Michael vowed 
not to lose her again, and shortly before 
Christmas 2009 he proposed. He later popped 
the question again, but this time to Anna’s 
daughters, asking them for permission to 
marry their mother with “engagement rings” 
of their own. 

May 14, 2011 • “PaPa’s FarM,” HartFord

PHotos by a MoMent CaPtured PHotograPHy

a nn a Pa rk er & MiCH a el  l ay
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WHAT DETAIL TRULY MADE THE WEDDING YOURS?
“I have a slight obsession with vintage chairs; 
I have them throughout my home. So we 
expanded on that, using a variety of chairs for 
the ceremony seating instead of pews or hay 
bales.”

Q

HOW THEY CUSTOMIZED
“Pews” were created using an assortment of antique theater 

seating and vintage chairs collected from family and friends, and 

quilts were laid out for families with small children.

The couple and the bride’s daughters had a tree planting ceremony 

during the service. The tree has since been planted in their yard at 

home and will grow strong, just as their family will.

Guests took home jars of Meme’s homemade strawberry jam. The 

berries were picked and prepared by the bride and her grandmother, 

and tied with customized calligraphy tags from Molly’s Paperie in 

Little Rock.

WAYS THEY SAVEDThey wed for free on the bride’s grandfather’s farm. Family members cooked the delicious barbecue dinner served at the reception. And the bride made both the groom’s boutonniere and her bouquet with ribbons, garden roses, ranunculus, seeded 
eucalyptus, seed pods, and more. 

/NATURAL ELEMENTS/ Ribbons of multicolored satin and lace streamed from the 

trees; a vintage trunk was � lled with quilts to keep off the 

unseasonable chill; and a collection of vintage containers 

were � lled with moss, grapevine balls, hydrangeas, 

ranunculus, garden roses, stock and Sahara roses as décor.

WHAT DETAIL TRULY MADE 

THE DETAILSEVENT PLANNER/FLORIST/LIGHTING: 
JESSICA KERSEY, FINISHING TOUCH EVENT 
DESIGN, LITTLE ROCK

STATIONERY: MOLLY’S PAPERIE, 
LITTLE ROCK

CAKES: CREATIVE KITCHEN, FORT SMITHDESSERTS: SIMPLY SWEETS, FORT SMITHRENTALS: CELEBRATIONS, FORT SMITHDJ/BAND: THE KORY MONTGOMERY BAND, 
NASHVILLE, TENN.

GOWN: LOW’S BRIDAL & FORMAL, 
BRINKLEY


